
The Cold Hard Data
A Puzzle by Dustin Foley

Your latest research project this winter has led you to study the ice in the 
polar regions. Unfortunately, something’s gone wrong! You’ve managed to 
save six charts, but they’re very puzzling. Each one should convey a hidden 
key word. Using all six key words, you can reveal what the problem is.
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What Do You Think Is Cool?
Survey respondents filled in two or three answers.
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Floe Chart

Is it equal to the number 
of letters in its name?

Is it odd or 
even?

Subtract 1

Is it greater or less 
than 4.5?

Select an option
from ONE to EIGHT

Multiply it by 
itself

Subtract 1 Use its 3rd letter

Use that letter of the alphabet
(1=A, 2=B, 3=C, ..., 26=Z)

Subtract 3Use its 1st letter

ODD EVEN

GREATER LESS

YES


